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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TC : Director, KHIH DATE! (ctober 24, 1962
THRU @ Director and Associate Direclor, NIAID

FPROM Assigtant Director, RML

SUBJECT: Promotion -~ Dr. Willy Burgdorfer

Dr, ¥illy Burgdorfer
education at the University
awarded & Fn.D, degree wiih
in bactericicgy-hyglene, ch
we.s alforded the opportunit;
ratory through s Postdocltorat:
He wag such an illusirious worker that b

During the 10 years that Dr. Burgdorfer has been 2 member of the
gtalf of the Rocky Mountain Laboratory, his contribuitions to cur resgearch
program have been tremendous, considering the fact that he was engsged
for 3 years on classified projects {Army)} from which findings could not
be published because of thelr impsct on nationsl defense, His research
{see bibliography), which has dealt chiefly with the ecology of arthropod-
borne agents and the biology of 1 nts in erthropods and host {le

an artificisl means of feeding ticks
measurements of the dose of micrcorganisms ingesied by
o .

developed a method of readily infecting ixodid and sofi-shelled ticks by
feeding them on shell membranes of embrycnated eggs infected with
leptospires, viruses or ricketisiae. He devised a metd

at

L e
arthropods that would not disturt the g aiify rel
g t

tissues. This procedure made it possible to study the biology and develop-

ment of agents in arthropod itissues. Solely through his own initiative

and industry, he has become extremely proficient in the application of

fluorescent microscopy to investigastions concerning the blology of

erthropod-borne agents., Currenily, with these new technigues he 1is

re-examining certain facetg of the ecology of Hocky Mountain spotied fever
larifies some of

rickettsiae, and already has gained informat
1%

His approach 1o ecclogic studies of arthropod-borne
nature has received recogniticon both in this country and abroad
thoroughly investigating the total fauna in a variety o cologil
units, he very ably clarified the relative importeance of potential vectors
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